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The GFWC Florida Junior members have designed a special project, One Voice for Children, which 
encourages members to become active advocates for children by working to:  

·  Protect children from harmful situations  
·  Encourage healthy lifestyles  
·  Prevent substance abuse and youth suicide 

This year, members are encouraged to continue to participate in projects related to children under 
eighteen by becoming active in areas such as cancer, sun safety, child identification, youth drug abuse 
prevention, emergency services for children, youth suicide, bullying, internet safety, foster care and 
early childhood education. Within our own clubs, we need to start or continue to support our 
Juniorettes as they are the future of GFWC Florida. Some of our focus areas this year will be: 
 
* The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children has developed a safety awareness program entitled 
Power of Parents. When it comes to recovering a missing child, a simple but critical element is for law 
enforcement to have a quality, current photo of the missing child. Let’s be that One Voice for Children and 
encourage every family to have a current photo and basic physical characteristics for each child written 
down. 
 
* This year alone, more than one million new cases of skin cancer will be found in the United States. In July 
2008, it was reported that skin cancer cases in woman jumped 50% over the past 30 years. Researchers have 
found that one or two blistering sunburns in childhood may double the lifetime risk of developing melanoma. 
Let’s be that One Voice for Children when it comes to sun protection and encourage the need to practice 
good sun safe habits. 
 
* Are you aware that 20 to 25,000 young people each year “age out” of the U.S. foster care system? Many are 
only 18 years old and still need support and services within the community. Studies show that without being 
adopted or having a connection to a caring adult, there were adverse affects including a high rate of 
imprisonment, unemployment, homelessness, alcohol and substance abuse and staggering to me, 84% become 
parents themselves within 12 to 18 months after they “aged out”. I encourage your club to collaborate with an 
organization that assists those in foster care. It will be a very rewarding experience. 

I am very excited and honored to serve as the 2008 – 2010 One Voice for Children Chairman. I am 
confident we will be that One Voice for Children these next two years as we work together to 
accomplish our goal – to have a positive impact on the lives of Florida’s children. The One Voice 
for Children Workshop at Fall Board will be a fun interactive experience you will not want to miss. 
I encourage you to attend!  


